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Hands-on History at Home 

African Bead Necklace 

You will need:  
 Pencil 
 Scissors 
 Ruler 
 Glue spreader or paintbrush 
 PVA glue or glue stick 
 Magazine pages 
 Cocktail sticks or matchsticks 
 Thin thread or elastic          
 
1. Use a ruler to draw a long thin triangle about 4cm x 20cm and 

cut it out with scissors.  

2. Use your cardboard template to draw around on the magazine 
pages. You will need about 20 triangles to make a small to 
medium length necklace. 

3. Less for a bracelet, but you could make a long necklace with 
lots of triangles if you want!                                                                       
Quick tip! - If you fold over your magazine pages, you can 
cut out a few triangles at once. 

4. Starting with the wide end of the triangle closest to you, leave 
about 1cm and then carefully spread a thin layer of glue all over 
your triangle. 

5. Lay the cocktail stick/matchstick on the unglued wide end of the 
triangle. Carefully start to roll the paper around the cocktail 
stick.          

6. When you get to the pointy end of the triangle dab a little bit 
more glue on the end as you finish rolling. 

7. Carefully slide the bead off the cocktail stick and start again. 
Make as many beads as you want, but at least 20 for a 
necklace. 

8. When the beads are thoroughly dry carefully thread together. 
Tie the ends of the string together and wear your necklace.    
Quick tip! – Here we used a flower and seed catalogue to 
make our beads, but any glossy paper would do. You could 
even colour in your own triangles if you used plain paper. 

9. You could vary the size of your beads by making the triangle 
thinner, but try and keep it around 20cm long. 

 
 
 


